
Rudgwick Primary School    
News 
Friday 6th December 2019                                 Autumn Week 13 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Today’s reading raffle winners were Oscar C (Yr R/KS1) and Max T (KS2), Kestrels 

were the house point winners and Asia (Yr 1) had the tidiest cloakroom – well done 

everyone!   On  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is an air of great excitement in school 

today as preparations for the Chistmas 

events are now in full swing.  We have been 

very fortunate to have been given two lovely 

Christmas trees to add to the festive feel.  

The one in the photo was kindly donated by 

Mole Country Store in Billingshurst and is 

truly magnificent.  Newbridge Nurseries have 

provided the other (also beautiful), which is 

in the hall. 
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The children have been practising hard for 

their KS1 show and KS2 carol concert and 

are so looking forward to sharing their acting 

and singing with you over the next couple of 

weeks. The teachers have been helping out 

too with a little bit of art work after school this 

week! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope that you have all enjoyed the 

Years 1, 2 and 3 music concerts this week. 

We are so lucky to be able, (thanks to the 

PTA), to be able to fund a specialist music 

teacher, once a week, for our youngest 

children. This gives every child the chance 

to receive high quality music education.  

 

We look forward to seeing you later on today at the Christmas Fair! 

 

 

Star Awards 

 



 

Africa 

(Year R) 

Amber P 
 

Payton V  

For being a responsible learner by participating 
fully in our Christmas show. 

For persevering during our 'Stick Man' hunt. 

 

Asia 

(Year 1) 

Benjamin 
 

Bethany 

 

For being a very responsible member of the class 
and working his socks off! 

For believing in herself and developing a new 
found confidence! Well done superstar!  

 

Europe 

(Year 2) 

Sophie  
 
 

Sammy  

For growing in your confidence with the 
Christmas play, you have developed your acting 
skills and are definitely a superstar in the making! 

For taking your role within the play really 
seriously, learning the lines and developing your 
acting skills.  

 

Australasia 

(Year 3) 

Flynn and 
Sharell  

For stand out performances during the African 
drumming assembly.  

Antarctica 

(Year 4) 

Austin R 
 
 
Alice M 

For presenting his Maths work clearly and 
beautifully. 
 
For being ambitious in her learning. 



North 

America 

(Year 5) 

Kalup  

 

Oliver  

For his focus, determination, self-belief and 
improvement in art, creating his own version of 
'Earthrise'. 

For his care and thoughtfulness in maths, when 
solving problems and identifying and correcting 
mistakes. 

South 

America 

(Year 6) 

Connor P  

Lilly F  

For his determination to self-improve. 

For her ability to organise and try hard in all areas 
of school life. 

 

 

We have been learning 

 

Africa 

(Year R) 

This week we shared the story 'Stick Man' by Julia Donaldson. We 
enjoyed seeing all of the things that Stick Man was used for on his 
journey and joined in with the rhyming phrases. Thankfully the 
weather was on our side this week and we were able to get into the 
woods on Tuesday for our woodland learning to hunt for Stick Man! 
We have also started to draw our own pictures of Stick Man on the 
interactive whiteboard. 

The children were surprised to see our Christmas Tree up on Monday 
but they said it looked a little bit bare, so they have been busy making 
their own baubles for it by drawing around shapes and colouring them 
in with patterns and pictures (they have even been using the hole 
punch to help thread their decorations and hang them up). 

Yesterday we had our first dress rehearsal for the Christmas Show! 
Thank you so much for the fabulous costumes and we know that you 
will love the performances. 

19 out of 25 children were Super Readers this week - well done! 



Asia 

(Year 1) 

This week in Year 1 and across KS1 we have been rehearsing, 
rehearsing and rehearsing some more! The children have been 
working their socks off to make sure they are ready to perform it to 
everybody and we can't wait for you all to see the finished 
performance next week!  

The children have also had fun this week in literacy creating their own 
story maps based on 'Katie and the Sunflowers'. They have created 
their story front covers to entice readers and they look beautiful! The 
children have changed the main character and the item that is found, 
and have been learning how to retell their stories, using actions. We 
will begin to write our stories next week!  

In maths, the children have been using their understanding of more, 
less and equal to, to find patterns and relationships between numbers. 
e.g. If I know 6 is greater than 3 then I also know 3 is less than 6!  

Well done year 1 keep up the amazing work!  

Well done to the 11 star readers in year 1 this week! 

Europe 

(Year 2) 

This week seems to have been Christmas play, Christmas play and 
Christmas play - with a little bit more Christmas play thrown in 
between! I have to say, though, that their efforts have been amazing 
and I am super proud of each and every member of the class for all 
that they are doing to ensure it is going to run smoothly. I would also 
like to say a big thank you to all the people at home practising the 
lines with your children. As well as the play practise, we have also 
managed to fit in a musical performance that has showcased all that 
the children have been learning through their music lessons. On 
Monday the class were further developing their dance skills in PE.  

Another big well done to all of our super readers this week - although 
the numbers appear to be dropping, with only 9 this week, (hopefully 
this is only because you have been super busy learning lines for the 
play!) Let's see if we can get this back up again next week!  

 

Australasia 

(Year 3) 

This week we have been learning about multiplication and repeated 

addition. We have finished and edited our Bright Light stories ready for 

publishing next week. We have been perfecting our netball skills 

including passing, and have brought out the Christmas sparkle in our 

classroom by decorating our tree -thanks very much to the Brazil 

family for the donation.  Finally we would like to thank all the parents 

that were able to come and enjoy our end of term drumming 

assembly. We thought the children performed brilliantly and it was 

lovely to see so many of you there. Congratulations to our 9 super 

readers who achieved 5 reads or more this past week. Keep up 

the good work! 

Antarctica 

(Year 4) 

We have started to feel rather festive in Antarctica class this week as 

we have been practising our carol singing for the KS2 carol concert. In 

Science, we carried out an experiment to test if liquids have different 

levels of viscosity. We made sure it was a fair test and worked in groups 

to test our investigation question. We recorded our results and wrote 



our conclusions. In Maths, we are learning a written method for 

multiplication. We have finished writing our magic stories and have 

published them, as well as working on mini-collages for the covers of 

our Learning Journals. We have been working on building our stamina 

during P.E. and have also done some meditation.  

There were 6 Star Readers in Antarctica class this week.  

North 

America 

(Year 5) 

Inspired by Mrs Solomon (Jamie's teacher in 'The Jamie Drake 
Equation'), our super Year 5 scientists are in the middle of trying to 
explain different forces, especially the way in which gravity affects 
objects. Predictions have been made, and we will be experimenting to 
find out exactly what happens! Having enjoyed the huge selection of 
non-fiction books about space, provided by the Sussex Library Loan 
Service, the children have begun to create their own informative texts. 
The twist is that we are creating the information ourselves, so there 
are some surprising revelations in store! We have begun to learn 
about the concepts behind rounding in Maths this week, thinking about 
how all the knowledge we have gained so far this term can help us 
solve problems. We are continuing to read 'The Jamie Drake 
Equation' by Christopher Edge. Jamie's life is getting more and more 
confused - how did he manage to write the equation for the Standard 
Model of Particle Physics in his maths test? Is there really an ancient 
alien intelligence on his phone? If there is, can it possibly help him 
keep his family together? 

Super readers: well done to the 19 children in Year 5 who earned a 
raffle ticket for a minimum of five reads this week. 

South 

America 

(Year 6) 

This week, Year 6 have been exploring the similarities and differences 

between WW2 books and forming a response to them. The knowledge 

and maturity of the children's response was a credit to them. We have 

also been working hard to ensure that the Christmas fair runs 

smoothly in our classroom and have made items to sell and baked 

gingerbread to sell.  

There were only 3 readers receiving a raffle ticket for 5 reads this 

week. Come on Year 6 – let’s see if we can beat this next week! 

 

 

Penny Post 

Our Year 6 children will be operating our Penny Post again, 

starting from Monday 9th December. Each breaktime, children 

can take any Christmas cards they have written for their friends 

in school, and post them for 1p per card, in the ICT suite. The 

proceeds from this will be sent to Chestnut Tree House who offer 

invaluable support to one of our families. For our younger 

children, cards and donations can be passed to their teachers 

before school and the children will be supported at breaktime to 

post their own cards. 

Please ensure cards have the recipient’s first name, surname 

and year group on. 



 

 

Bike Lock Key 

A bike lock key has been handed in. Please see the school office if you think it might 

be yours. 

 

Lost Property 

The lost property dustbin, in the front entrance is overflowing. Please check if you think 

any items might belong to you. All items will be recycled at the end of term. 

 

Piano Lessons 

A couple of parents have enquired about piano lessons at school. We are trying to 

confirm a teacher at the moment. Should you be interested in lessons at school for 

your child, would you mind letting the school office know so we have can gauge 

interest. Many thanks. There are also spaces still for violin lessons with the West 

Sussex Music teacher who comes to Rudgwick on Fridays. 

 

A message from Billingshurst Lions 

Father Christmas will be visiting Rudgwick on Friday 13th December from 5 to 
7.30pm, accompanied by the Lions. 
Track Santa on Facebook.  www.facebook.com/BillingshurstLions 
 
Communication Survey 
Please do complete our very short survey if you have a minute – we really value your 

views. 

 

Christmas Events 

We are looking forward to seeing families of R/KS1 children at their Christmas 

Performances on 11th and 12th December. The performance on the 12th is in the 

evening and for those of you who are new to the school, we would love all R/KS1 

children to come back to school to take part, regardless of whether their parents are 

coming to watch or not. Look out for details of drop off and pick up arrangements as 

well and make sure your ticket requests are received by the office by next Wednesday 

4th December. Every child has an important part to play and it works best when 

everyone is there.  

KS2 children will be entertaining you with our annual Christmas Carol concert at the 

village church at 6pm on Thursday 19th December. Again – we would love every KS2 

child to be there to sing please. 

 
 

PTA News  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We are excited for the Christmas Fair this afternoon – and look forward to seeing 

you all there. 

There will be lots of exciting stalls and games and fun prizes. Don’t forget to visit 

Father Christmas in his magical grotto where you might get a little gift if you’re on the 

good list! There are some amazing prizes in the raffle – tickets still available to buy at 

the Fair. If you still have any unsold tickets or ticket stubs – please make sure you 

bring them along to the Fair and hand them in!   

http://www.facebook.com/BillingshurstLions


 

Thank you to everyone who has helped in any way with organising this amazing 

event, and to all the local companies and individuals who’ve donated prizes and gifts 

for the secrets room!  

See you all later!  

Cheerio 

Ian, Lauren and Manda 

Cake Sale Dates 

Yr 1 13 Dec 

Yr 2 20 Dec 

 
 

We are a NUT AWARE school due to the allergies that some of our pupils have, 
with every effort being made to ensure that no nuts, or products containing nuts, 
are brought in to the school. 
 

Diary Dates 

Please use the new school website for all diary dates. There is a link to the school 

calendar with to all pupil events. 

 

The new website address is: https://www.rudgwick.w-sussex.sch.uk/ . Please do have 

a look and let us know your thoughts, and if there is anything else that would be useful 

to include. 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Miss S Nicholls 

Miss S Nicholls 

Headteacher 

 

More photos of events are available on our website 

 

Please note that attachments to the Newsletter about local 

clubs and events are not endorsed by the school. Parents are 

responsible for carrying out their own safety checks. 

https://www.rudgwick.w-sussex.sch.uk/

