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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

This term’s core value is BELIEVE and the wider values for the half term are 

collaboration and resilience. Antarctica class (Yr 4) received the tidiest cloakroom 

award this week and Dominic (R/KS1) and Jack (KS2) were the reading raffle winners.  

 

Our gymnasts have been having fun in 

competition recently. Four boy pairs and 

two girl pairs entered the South East 

Schools Acro competition in Tonbridge, 

Kent and performed some excellent 

routines in a very high standard 

competition. The girls held their own in 

a very tight competition, and the boys 

were placed 2nd, at National level and 

1st, 2nd and 3rd places, at regional 

level. Well done to them all, and thank 

you to Mrs Thompson for coaching them 

so brilliantly and giving up her time to go 

with them to the competition.  

As well as physical health, the children have been learning about how to keep their 

minds healthy, and as part of Children’s Mental Health Week have been exploring their 

‘inner brave’, finding out about how the brain affects how we are feeling, and taking 

part in mindfulness sessions, to name but a few.  

Today we had a super celebration assembly and it was 

great to hear about the children’s achievements both in 

and out of school. We also said goodbye to Reverend 

Pete who, with his family, is moving to take up a new 

role as a vicar in Kent. He was presented with messages 

and pictures from the children and he gave us a lovely 

book for the library. We will miss his assemblies and 

seeing him when we go to the church but wish him and 

the Deaves family all the very best for their new 

adventure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Star Awards 

 

  

Africa 

(Year R) 

Madison W  

Dylan W  

For trying really hard with her reading and writing. 

For collaborating with others and taking turns. 

Asia 

(Year 1) 

Sofia M 

 

 

Harry P 

For showing resilience and keeping on going 

when building a super villain trap in the woods. 

 

For thinking carefully what he knows about plants 

and asking a great question. 

Europe 

(Year 2) 

Rosey L 

 

 

Oliver H  

For your fantastic commitment, enthusiasm and 
effort you bring to all of your learning - especially 
with your reading and writing at the moment. Well 
Done! 

For trying much more with your writing, which has 
in turn allowed you to write increasing quantities 
of work. Well Done.   

Australasia 

(Year 3) 

Holly T 

 

 

Maddie G 

For working really hard on her editing skills when 

writing her dragon story. 

 

For demonstrating resilience when making her 
dragon training wand! 

Antarctica 

(Year 4) 

Erik O  

Seb A 

For really pushing himself in P.E. this week. 

For producing some brilliant Maths work. 

North 

America 

(Year 5) 

Charlotte C  

 

Amber H 

 

For the belief you show in yourself, especially in 
your writing, and how much you are improving as 
a result. 

For your commitment to learning, and the 
thoughtful effort you put into constantly improving. 

South 

America 

(Year 6) 

 

Connor P  

 

For demonstrating our values in Maths this week 
and pushing himself to complete higher level 
challenges.  



South 

America 

(Year 6) 

Freya T For creating a fantastic piece of home learning. 
She clearly showed a lot of resilience in creating 
her hatching dinosaur egg. 

 

We have been learning 

 

Africa 

(Year R) 

This week in Africa class we shared a new book, "Rainbow Fish", 
which is about a sparkly fish who shares all of his sparkly scales with 
the other fish until he only has one left for himself. We used this to 
help us talk about sharing and being kind to others and we labelled 
pictures of fish with words like 'fin' and 'tail'.  

In woodland learning we were 'pattern detectives' and used wax 
crayons to take rubbings of all of the interesting patterns that we could 
find. We also used clipboards and pencils to draw or write down 
places where we had found patterns. 

We carried on working on our animal sequences in P.E.; putting 
movements together and performing them to others. 

Yesterday we had Bev Kinahan from the library, who came to talk to 
us in assembly about 'Picture books to shout about'. Some of us got 
our library cards, which we had ordered and we all got stickers for 
voting for our favourite book.  

Well done to the 15 children who were our super readers this week! 

Asia 

(Year 1) 

In Year 1 this week, we have been thinking about the fact it is 
children's mental health awareness week. We have thought about our 
'inner brave': what helps us to feel brave and how we show our 
bravery in everyday life. The children also came up with lots of things 
that make them amazing and shared these as a class.  

In maths this week, the children have been learning about partitioning 
numbers, following on from our part, part, whole learning, and have 
used this understanding to find out what a missing part is on a cherry 
diagram. The children needed to identify what the whole number is, 
then look at the part they had been given, then use their knowledge of 
partitioning to find out what the missing number is! Well done, Year 1. 

We have also been developing a new character for our own Traction 
Man adventure. The children have come up with some fantastic story 
characters and written brilliant descriptions to match them. The 
children have also started to think about plants in science this week. 
The children shared their already fantastic knowledge and thought 
about what else they would like to know about plants, they then went 
and had a look at some of the plants around the school grounds. Well 
done Year 1 :) 

We had 16 star readers this week in Asia Class – well done! 

 



Europe 

(Year 2) 

We have been super busy this week producing some very exciting 
scripts for our tour around the chocolate factory and it is clear that the 
class have been enjoying doing this! We have seen some super 
writing as a result of their hard work. We have been continuing to 
develop our understanding of money and giving change for different 
amounts (50p and £1). Within our science, we were conducting some 
very strange experiments thinking about which silly materials would be 
best for making an umbrella - feel free to ask your child what they 
discovered! We have also been continuing to learn about the history of 
chocolate and the class have produced some fantastic timelines. See 
if they can remember any of the facts about that! In PE, the class have 
been continuing to work on their gymnastic skills and I have to say we 
have some brilliant gymnasts within the class - everyone has been 
putting a lot of effort into the sessions. Well done Year 2, only one 
more week until half term, and what an exciting week it will be! Don't 
forget we have the wonderful chocolate workshop on Tuesday!  

There have been lots of brilliant pieces of homework appearing again 
this week and lots of housepoints being handed out for them! Keep up 
the hard work Year 2!  

Well done to our 14 Super Readers this week!  

Australasia 

(Year 3) 

We had a lovely time in the woods on Wednesday, beginning to wrap 

our whittled sticks in wool to create dragon training wands, complete 

with bell. In science, we've been learning about how muscles help our 

bodies to move. We performed routine activities such as drinking and 

walking up stairs and discussed what muscles we thought were being 

used.  We have almost finished our dragon stories and the editing has 

begun! We will be busy publishing these next week, and look forward 

to sharing them with you after half term.  Congratulations to our 13 

readers this week!  

Well done the 13 Year 3 children who were our Star Readers, this 

week. 

Antarctica 

(Year 4) 

On Monday, we finally produced our instructional videos about how 

sound waves work. I was very impressed by how professional and 

scientific the videos are coming soon to the school website! In English, 

we are writing our own endings to Varjak Paw. We have to tie up all the 

loose ends and make sure we know what has happened to each 

character so it’s a bit tricky but we are really focused on making this a 

great piece of writing. In Maths, we have been converting different units 

of time and in P.E. we also used our six times tables knowledge to take 

our pulse at the beginning and end of an aerobic session. It’s quite tricky 

to find your pulse at first! Our cityscape designs are coming along 

beautifully and should be ready by next week. We had to include at least 

ten buildings and add lots of details to them. We also did some work for 

mental Health Awareness Week about “Feeling The Brave”. We talked 

about situations where we had to be brave and how it feels to step 

outside your comfort zone and try something new. 

This week there are 9 star readers in Antarctica class.  



North 

America 

(Year 5) 

As we move into February, our focus in Year 5 is starting to look into 
the future, and specifically to the traditional Year 5 Easter assembly. 
The children have started to understand the key events and 
chronology of the story, and are starting to consider how we can bring 
this to life for the audience who will be in attendance. Miss Chapman 
once again joined us this week, to discuss the way in which children 
have reflected on their learning in PE. These sessions have been 
excellent in helping children to think about their learning - a skill which 
can be applied in any subject. In maths, we have been interpreting 
data presented in graphs and charts, and identifying strategies to help 
us solve problems. Our newspaper articles are nearing the end of the 
drafting process, and next we will be moving on to think about how 
best to present and publish our writing. Our current class book is 'The 
Chronicles of Harris Burdick', a collection of short stories written by a 
who's who of 20th century authors, including Tabitha and Stephen 
King, Louis Sachar and Chris Van Allsburg.  

Well done to the 20 super readers in North America class this week. 

South 

America 

(Year 6) 

Another good week in Year 6. We have been pushing on with our 
learning in Maths with a deep dive into decimals. The children have 
been showing that they have mastered this area by explaining their 
reasoning, completing a range of different problems and using efficient 
methods accurately.  

The children also got their creative juices going by designing their own 
adapted animal for their Land of Neverbelieve and thinking about all 
the weird and wonderful reasons for these adaptations. They then 
used this to write an explanation text all about their creatures and the 
reasons why their creature and evolved and adapted to survive.  

We have also been working hard on completing our 
Geography projects on biomes and I have been really impressed with 
presentation of their posters or booklets and the quality of the 
information included. They are going to be proudly displayed ready for 
parents evening next week. 

Don’t forget to bring your reading logs in to be signed, Year 6. I know 
that I have more than 6 super readers in the class this week. 

 

Parent Consultations 

We are looking forward to seeing you all next week at Parent Consultations. The 

children are working very hard and are keen for you to see what they have produced 

so do feel free to bring them along too if you wish – to discuss and celebrate together. 

It would be great if you could spare a minute or two to complete our parent survey, as 

your views are very important to us – the teachers will give you a copy when you meet.  

 

Hot school dinners 

Please see the attached Holiday Return Menu, which will apply to the first two days 

back in the New Year. 

 

Holiday Dates  

Please see the attached holiday dates list, which now includes the inset days for 

academic year 2020/2021. 



PTA News  
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Thank you cake eaters everywhere! 🙂 

Year 6 cake sale (31/1/20) raised £52.60 
 

Main events this term: 

 Monday 10/2/20 - Cinema Club - 15:30-17:30 - "Captain Underpants" - we're 

looking forward to welcoming everyone who's booked a place 

 Saturday 7/3/20 - Family Quiz Night - from 19:30 

 Thursday 26/3/20 - KS1 and KS2 Discos - 15:30-16:30 (KS1) and 16:40-17:40 

(KS2) 

 Friday 3/4/20 - Sponsored event on the school field for each year group in 

turn - more details to follow 

 

Here is the latest school lottery result: 

01/02/2020 Louise Weatherly £9.30 

 

Please ask Ian or Lauren if you'd like to know more about the PTA Secretary's role 

(since we need to fill our current vacancy). 

 

Bye for now 

Ian and Lauren 
 
 

Yr 1 THURSDAY 13 February 

 14 February = INSET DAY 

Yr 2 28 February 

Yr 3 6 March 

Yr 4 13 March 

Yr 5 20 March 

Yr 6 27 March 

Yr R 3 April 

 
We are a NUT AWARE school due to the allergies that some of our pupils have, 
with every effort being made to ensure that no nuts, or products containing nuts, 
are brought in to the school. 
 

Diary Dates 

Please use the new school website for all diary dates. There is a link to the school 

calendar with to all pupil events. 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Miss S Nicholls 

Miss S Nicholls 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 



More photos of events are available on our website 

 

Please note that attachments to the Newsletter about local clubs and events are not 

endorsed by the school. Parents are responsible for carrying out their own safety 

checks. 


