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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Well … Spring is just around the corner and there is so much to look forward to.  We 
are just as delighted as you will be to see the children coming back in school on 8th 
March as part of the first step towards some semblance of normality. There is no doubt 
that the last seven weeks has been challenging all round but we are cautiously 
optimistic that real progress is being made in the work to overcome covid-19.  Please 
see my attached letter for the detail of the return to school for all. We will need to 
continue to be extremely rigorous with all our systems of control and work together to 
keep everyone safe. 
 
Our core value for the Spring term is BELIEVE and the wider values for this half term 
are Positivity and Care.   

This week we found out that one of our newer 
pupils has written a book during lockdown in 
order to raise money for the NHS. Harry was so 
inspired by Captain Sir Tom Moore’s fundraising 
walk around his garden that he decided to 

create, 
illustrate, 
publish 

and sell his 
story 

entitled, The Lost Diamonds of the Underground. 
Harry’s story centres around a tiger, snake and 
armadillo who find a map in the Congo and 
decide to go on an adventure in search of the lost 
diamonds of the underground. Harry has already 
raised an amazing £1800 from donations and the sale of copies of his books to friends, 
family and members of the local community. What a fantastic effort and another great 
example of our school values in action. Well done Harry, we are proud to have you at 
our school! 

 
Our first times tables award winners of 
this half term are William L-G and 
Harvey – both gaining their Platinum 
awards and becoming Times Table 
Masters. 

This week’s reading raffle winners are Henry and Savannah 
– well done to you all. 
 



Congratulations to Bree F and Mia M who both had their birthdays 
this week.  Please do send a photo into the school office as we 
love to see how you celebrated at home. 
 
 

 
House points…and the Falcons are this 
week’s winners with 340 points.  Well done 
to everyone for keeping up the effort this 
week. 
 
 
 
Star Awards 
 
Africa 
(Year R) 

Cai 
 
 
 
Emily 
 
 

For really impressing us with his work on the 
parts of a flower, making a video to explain what 
the different parts do. 
 
For listening to instructions really carefully then 
completing tasks independently. 
 

Asia 
(Year 1) 

Freddie W  
 
 
 
Freddie L  

For always being such a positive and excited 
young learner! He is always working extremely 
hard and tries his best at everything he does! 
 
For having amazing perseverance at home and 
working his socks off with his handwriting, It is a 
pleasure to see such determination!  

Europe 
(Year 2) 

Alex 
 
 
 
 
Sienna 

For always being a focused and enthusiastic 
learner. Alex always tries his best and is 
developing such independence as a learner, which 
is brilliant! Well done Alex!  
 
For persevering whilst at home to develop her 
handwriting and presentation and she’s only gone 
and done it! For working so hard and not giving up 
even when it was tough. Well done, Sienna! 

Australasia 
(Year 3) 

Harry 
 
 
Joanna 
 
 

For going the extra mile in his learning, using his 
own time for extra practise! 
 
For having such a positive attitude and promoting 
well-being activities to the rest of the class! 

Antarctica 
(Year 4) 

Scarlett C 
 
 
Elodie K 

For making a big effort with home learning and 
being caring towards others 
 
For working hard at home and at school and 
demonstrating our school values 



North 
America 
(Year 5) 

Meggie C 
 
 
Savannah W 

For your fabulous effort, brilliant learning and 
positive attitude.  
 
For the perseverance and independence you 
have demonstrated while learning at home. 

South 
America 
(Year 6) 

Amber 
 
 
Jacob 
 
 
 

For taking responsibility for her learning and 
responding to feedback in a positive way.  
 
For demonstrating a positive attitude towards 
learning by responding to feedback to improve his 
writing this week. 
 

 
We have been learning 
 
Africa 
(Year R) 

It’s our first week back and Africa Class were ready and raring to go 
with their learning! We have started a brand new topic called ‘Wonderful 
World’ and have been focusing on Spring.  We have been learning 
about the features of Spring and the changes that occur during this time 
as well as learning about different parts of the flower, growing and baby 
animals.  In maths, we have been completing part-part whole 
challenges as well as learning about subtraction and patterns.  In 
phonics, we have continued to consolidate our knowledge of set 1 and 
set 2 sounds by Fred talking to write green words.  We have also been 
working really hard to remember our red words.  Such a busy first week 
back, well done everyone! 

Asia 
(Year 1) 

Well it’s been a very exciting start to Spring Term 2 and, despite not 
being together, the children have certainly been working together to 
help Mrs Hyde! We started the week with something very strange 
happening in Mrs Hyde’s garden; something had left giant footprints 
and an EGG! The children had brilliant ideas about what it could be and 
used their detective skills to help them! Then they helped by writing 
instructions for how to look after the egg that had been left and we finally 
discovered a T-Rex had been in Mrs Hyde’s garden! The children have 
now come up with lots of things they would like to learn in our new topic 
and are keen to get started! We have also been thinking about numbers 
to 50 in maths, different types of settlements in geography, herbivores, 
carnivores and omnivores in science and much more! Well done, Asia 
class! 

Europe 
(Year 2) 

Well, here we find ourselves in Spring Term 2! Europe class were eager 
to get started on our new learning journey ‘Ready, Steady Sow!’ and 
are excited to see what this brings. We have already discovered a book 
in Mrs. Hutchings’ garden (The Curious Garden) and have been using 
it to explore adjectives, poetry and writing what we already know, as 
well as what we want to find out. In maths, we continue to explore 
multiplication and are developing our understanding really well. We 
have loved art this week and learning about warm and cool colours, as 
well as how music can inspire the use of colours in art. In Geography, 
we have explored the human and physical features of our local area 
and in computing we are learning all about algorithms too! Phew! 



Australasia 
(Year 3) 

We are so excited to be in the second half of the Spring term, because 
that means we start our Romans topic! We have hit the ground 
running this week and have already learnt about Roman mosaics, - 
with lots of lovely examples made by Australasia class. We have been 
introduced to Julius Caesar and looked at the Roman invasions of 
Britain. We have refreshed our memories on how to use Google 
Slides to present our learning, and practised our measuring skills in 
Maths. What a very busy week! Well done Australasia, keep up the 
good work! 

Antarctica 
(Year 4) 

I am glad to say everyone has come back from their half term break 
refreshed and ready to learn. The first week back has been a busy one 
for Antarctica class. We have continued learning about fractions, learnt 
about magnets and magnetism, planned a sequence of instructions for 
Scratch and learnt about how Lent and its significance for Christians. In 
English, we listened to the first couple of chapters of Varjak Paw and 
answered questions and made predictions. We also had a go at 
exploring rhythm and completing a cup challenge which was fun!  

North 
America 
(Year 5) 

We have continued our quest to become Questioneers this week by 
exploring our new class book, ‘Papa’s Mechanical Fish’ by Candace 
Fleming. The children have again used their imaginations, and English 
and art skills, to come up with some truly fabulous inventions! We have 
also been learning about the way different mechanisms such as levers 
and pulleys work and the properties of materials, begun our Year 5 
journey about fractions, finished off the awesome ‘Clockwork’ by Philip 
Pullman, and thought more about our physical and mental wellbeing by 
designing our own PE challenges and thinking about different ways in 
which we can be helpful, and how it makes us feel when we are.  

South 
America 
(Year 6) 

Year 6 are back up and running after a well-earned rest. We have 
continued our learning about evolution by looking at Charles Darwin’s 
theory of evolution in science and then used this to research how 
animals have evolved over time. We have also started our new book, 
‘Beetle Boy’ which is so far going down a storm. The children have 
been writing diary entries in role and I have impressed by their attitude 
when it comes to editing and improving their work. In Maths, we have 
been recapping some key addition and subtraction skills and been 
solving problems with decimals.  

 

World Book Day 
Next Thursday 4th March is World Book Day so your Google Meet that day is a chance 
show off your World Book Day outfit or to wear comfy PJs/onesie. Please bring along 
your favourite book to share with your class. We have planned lots of exciting activities 
based on the book “After The Fall” by Dan Santat and we look forward to sharing lots 
of other lovely stories as well. Your £1.00 World Book Day tokens will be handed out 
by your teachers on Monday 8th March.  
In addition, we would like you to take part in our “Extreme Reading Competition” to 
show that you can find pleasure in reading absolutely anywhere - the wilder and 
wackier the better! 



� The winning photo should show the entrant reading in an unusual/wacky place. 
Please ensure the book is visible.  

� Entries to be uploaded to your class Google Classroom. 
� Prizes will be awarded so please take part! 

Closing date is Monday 15th March. 

Happy reading! 

 

Messages to parents from the Department for Education 

From Gavin Williamson https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/23/an-open-letter-from-
education-secretary-gavin-williamson-to-parents-carers-and-guardians/  

What parents need to know  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-
parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-
during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-
years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19  

Relationship, Sex & Health Education  

From summer 2021 we will be embarking upon the new RSE curriculum which will 
become compulsory in state schools from September 2021. Relationship and sex 
education (RSE) in Secondary schools and Relationship Education in Primary 
schools, is learning about the emotional, social and physical aspects of growing up, 
a range of different relationships, sex, human sexuality and sexual health. The 
fundamental building blocks at Primary school will be the characteristics of positive 
relationships, friendships, family relationships, relationships with other children and 
with adults, identity, diversity and feeling safe. It should equip children and young 
people with the information, skills and values to have people with the information, 
skills, and values to have safe, fulfilling and enjoyable relationships and to take 
responsibility for their sexual health and well-being. 

In Feb 2015 Damian Hind and the new government guidance for Relationship, 
Sex & Health education stated: 

“Today’s children and young people are growing up in an increasingly complex 
world; living their lives seamlessly on and offline. This presents many positive and 
exciting opportunities, but also challenges and risks. 

Children and young people need to know how to be safe and healthy, and how to 
manage their academic, personal and social lives in a positive way.” 
 

Red Nose Day 
Friday 19th March is Red Nose Day and we will be asking children to bring in a small 
donation and wear a red item of clothing or accessory – we are, however, 
discouraging red noses in school this year due to the possible risk they might pose. 
Perhaps they can be saved for home.  
 
 
 
 



PTA News  
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Following our successful PTA meeting on 11th Feb, we had another one last night 
dedicated to FUNdraising events.  We have some great ideas to share with you in 
the coming weeks, including how to book for them.  Watch this space! 
 
Congratulations to our latest lottery winners: 
13/02/2021 Mr Trinder £14.10 

20/02/2021 Mr Lundy-Lester £14.40 

 
Bye for now 
Ian, Lauren and Diane 
 
We are a NUT AWARE school due to the allergies that some of our pupils have, 
with every effort being made to ensure that no nuts, or products containing nuts, 
are brought in to the school. 
Diary Dates 
Please use the new school website for all diary dates. There is a link to the school 
calendar with to all pupil events. 
 
Stay safe and have a good weekend everyone.      
 
Miss S Nicholls 
Miss S Nicholls 
Headteacher 
 
More photos of events are available on our website https://www.rudgwick.w-
sussex.sch.uk/  
 
Please note that attachments to the Newsletter about local clubs 
and events are not endorsed by the school. Parents are 
responsible for carrying out their own safety checks. 


