
Rudgwick Primary School    
News 
Friday 10th January 2020                Spring Week 1 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back – the children have renewed energy and we have enjoyed hearing all 

about the children’s lovely holidays, presents and adventures! 

 

This term’s core value is BELIEVE and the wider values for the half term are 

collaboration and resilience. You will see in this week’s class news and star awards 

how well the children are embracing these and demonstrating them in their behaviour. 

 

Falcons are our first house point winners of 

2020, North America (Yr 5) received the tidiest 

cloakroom award and Harloe (R/KS1) and Zac 

(KS2) were reading raffle winners. Tickets for 

the raffle are awarded weekly to every child 

who has read at least five times at home during 

the week (they are then a ‘super reader’), and 

winners can choose a brand new book to keep.   

 

 

The Young Governors (two elected from each 

class), have been hard at work this week 

deciding on the best way to organise the use of 

our new outdoor apparatus so that everyone 

gets a turn. They agreed ideas in each class 

and then the Young Governors presented them 

and discussed the pros and cons of each idea. 

They then 

voted to 

decide the 

most popular idea which was to have a ‘moving 

circuit’ whereby everyone can use the track and 

apparatus at the same time. I am delighted to say 

that the system appears to be working very well 

with the children enjoying climbing and swinging 

whilst respecting the need to let others have a 

turn too. 

 

Welcome back to Mrs Bateman-Lee (who has decided to use her married name but is 

happy to be called Mrs Lee), who has returned from her maternity leave to teach Year 

3 alongside Mrs Parsons.  Mrs Mellors will now be concentrating on her Inclusion 

Leader role.  Year 6 children are delighted with their new teacher, Mrs Burns, who has 

enjoyed a very busy but productive first week at the school. She has thanked everyone 



for the very warm welcome she has received. She 

will be on the playground at the start and end of 

the day, so do please come and say ‘hello’, 

particularly if you are a parent of a Year 6 child. 

She will of course look forward to meeting Year 6 

parents properly at parent consultations before 

half term. 

The school hosted a work group this week, led by 

Mr Collinson, on behalf of The Centre for 

Excellence in Teaching Maths, and had visiting teachers learning from the good 

practice in place in our school. Mrs Davies has started training as a Level 3 Forest 

School leader and will be adding this to her list of skills, and Miss Gaynor is studying 

to become a specialist in supporting children with emotional and well-being needs 

(ELSA). We are so lucky to have staff who are continually striving to develop their (and 

others’), knowledge and expertise.  

 

Star Awards 

 

 

 

 

Africa 

(Year R) 

Alex LG  
 

Abbie N  

For being resilient by not giving up when writing a 
sentence. 

For brilliant collaboration in woodland learning 
this week. 

Asia 

(Year 1) 

Louie 
 

Ivy  

For having amazing resilience during ICT this 
week. 

For having amazing resilience during ICT this 
week. 

Europe 

(Year 2) 

Michael  
 
 

Archie    

 

For always quietly getting on with your work and 
persevering when I send you off to make edits or 
improvements. Well done! 

For making a big effort to improve your attitude 
towards your learning this week! Keep it up!   



Australasia 

(Year 3) 

Harvey  
 
 
Lottie  
 
 

For showing resilience in his learning, seeing 
mistakes as something he has learnt from. 
 
For taking a more active role in the class, and 
participating more fully in our discussions. 
 

Antarctica 

(Year 4) 

Oliver R 
 

Charlotte W 

For showing great enthusiasm and knowledge in 
Music this week. 

For displaying resilience and really pushing 
herself to succeed in P.E. 

North 

America 

(Year 5) 

Riley  
 

Summer  

For impressing all the Year 5 adults with his focus 
and desire to learn. 

For her fantastic attitude to learning and 
enthusiasm for improvement, particularly in 
history. 

South 

America 

(Year 6) 

Jamie L 

Saskia N 

 

For working hard in all lessons and really pushing 
himself to complete challenges in Maths. 

For adding valued contributions to class 
discussions and explaining her reasoning clearly.  

 

 

We have been learning 

 

Africa 

(Year R) 

Welcome back! 

The children were very excited to start Set 2 of our speed sounds this 
week. We have now learnt 'ay' (may I play) and 'ee' (what can you 
see). 

We have been practising ordering the numbers 1-10 on our counting 
stick and have started exploring patterns with unifix and also in PE. 

As part of a project called "Picture Books to Shout About", linked to 
the Library Service, KS1 have been asked to share five different 
books and vote for their favourite. So far we have enjoyed, 'I am a 
Tiger' and 'Clem and Crab'. 

In woodland learning we put our collaboration skills to the test, 
working in teams to build the best shelters. 



Asia 

(Year 1) 

We have had a fantastic first week of the spring term and the children 
have been working their socks off! The children were all very excited 
to share their Christmas news on the first day back so we channelled 
this enthusiasm into our writing and wrote a lovely recount about the 
Christmas holidays. We then thought about some of the traditions 
people have in the new year and have written our own New Year’s 
resolutions. Some include, tidying their bedrooms, learning their times 
tables and even learning to cook! It will be lovely to look back on at the 
end of the year and see how well they did. We kicked-started our 
superhero topic by reading our new core text 'Traction Man'. We then 
thought about what qualities Traction Man had and came up with 
super character descriptions, thinking about personality and 
appearance. 

In maths this week, we have continued our progression with part, part, 
whole. The children came up with some super reasoning surrounding 
this area such as "a part can never be bigger than a whole because a 
part is only a bit of the whole thing" and "If I had broken my banana 
into parts and ate both parts, I would have eaten the whole". Amazing 
thinking Year 1! 

We have also been thinking about 'historical superheroes' and learnt 
about Florence Nightingale and the amazing work she did to make 
sure hospitals were good clean places and how she was called 'The 
Lady of the Lamp'. The children wrote down some of their favourite 
facts which I'm sure they'd love to share with you. The children have 
started to learn basic coding skills in ICT this week - they have shown 
amazing perseverance and resilience during these session as it 
requires a lot of thinking and trying before you sometimes get it right! 
In music, the children have begun to learn the recorder! They learnt all 
the different parts to a recorder and how to hold and play it properly! I 
just know they are going to be amazing recorder players by the end of 
this term. Well done Year 1 - a jam packed and super week!  

Well done to the 8 super readers in year 1 this week!  

 

Europe 

(Year 2) 

Well what a great start to 2020 in Europe class this week, we have 
already been very busy! We have started our new topic - Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory and it's going to be a very exciting one! We 
have been working hard to imagine we are Charlie Bucket, thinking 
about his thoughts and feelings when he finds the golden ticket and 
also when he goes into the chocolate factory. We have begun working 
on the 15 minute intervals of time and some of the class have thought 
about the 5 minute intervals too. If you have the opportunity to, please 
do quiz the children on the times that they have dinner, go to bed or 
watch certain TV programmes etc. In music, they have begun learning 
new skills on the recorders.  

Well done to our 12 super readers this week, keep up the hard work!  

Also the new home learning grids and topic overviews will have come 
home with your children today.  

 



Australasia 

(Year 3) 

This week we have started our new topic - Fangs and Claws! The 

driving force behind this work is the book "The Boy who grew 

Dragons" by Andy Shepherd.  We have starting reading the first 

chapters of the book, and used our woodland learning time to build 

dragon traps! We will be producing detailed sketches through art this 

term, and we have started learning about sketching pencil grading by 

creating shading charts. In Literacy, we wrote instructions for how to 

make our woodland dragon traps, and presented balanced reports 

stating positive and negative consequences of owning a 

dragon.  Finally, in Maths, we have brushed up on our times table 

facts and have been using these to compare pairs of number 

sentences using the  < > = symbols.  As part of a somewhat 

tenuous link to dragons, we are planning to do a day’s work on 

Chinese New Year in a couple of weeks time.  We will be making 

some Chinese food, learning to paper fold to make decorations, and 

hope to make a class junk model dragon.  Please could you start 

collecting boxes for us to use in this junk modelling.  They can come 

into school and be stored in our big cupboard to get them out of your 

way.  We hope to have another drop in afternoon before half term so 

you can see the finished dragon as well as all the other work which 

will no doubt be fantastic over this half term. 

Antarctica 

(Year 4) 

Everyone has come back in ready to start the new term refreshed and 
raring to go. We have immersed ourselves in our new book, Varjak Paw. 
It is a story about a cat that has to learn to fight to survive the great 
Outside. We have been expanding our vocabulary by learning the 
meaning of some of the words that the author S.F. Said uses, so we 
can use them in our own writing. We have been writing complex 
sentences and building tension just like a real author does. In P.E., we 
are aiming to beat our personal bests and in Indoor P.E., we are 
creating a dance based on the 7 Ways of Jalal from Varjak Paw. In 
Science, we started learning about how sound hits our ears as waves. 
In Maths, we are learning about equivalent fractions and our Art focus 
this week has been using different sketching pencils to create line 
drawings.  



North 

America 

(Year 5) 

It was a pleasure to welcome the class back this week; they have 
arrived ready for learning and they have hit the ground running as we 
start to find out about our new topic - 'The Questioneers'. This has 
involved researching key events of the Industrial Revolution in history 
and starting to find out more about the geography of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. We have also started 
our new class book, the wonderfully spine-chilling 'Clockwork', by 
Philip Pullman. It's the perfect read on a stormy night next to a roaring 
fire (even if the roaring fire is on a class TV screen!). The class have 
also created their own wacky inventions, drawing scale diagrams of 
them in their maths books, having been inspired by the engineering 
inventions of 'Rosie Revere, Engineer' by Andrea Beaty. The children 
are now planning a poem using the style of the book and their 
inventions. Our busy week also featured a visit from Mr Davies, a 
former professional rugby coach, who helped the class to improve 
their tag rugby skills. We are very grateful to him for giving up his time 
to give us such a fabulous learning opportunity! Finally, we have been 
thinking about one of our wider values - resilience - and how to build 
this through the things we do every day.  

Well done to the 14 super readers in North America class this week. 

South 

America 

(Year 6) 

This has been a great first week back after the holidays. Year 6 have 
come to school with a good attitude and ready to learn. We started our 
new topic on Evolution with a science lesson on fossils, where the 
children showed their understanding of how we learn about our origins 
from the evidence left behind. We also became immersed in the world 
of Rudyard Kipling by reading some of his Just So Stories in Literacy. 
The children particularly enjoyed 'The Elephant's Child' and have used 
this to write a diary as the main character who has 'satiable curtiosity’, 
and this leads him on a journey and gains a trunk. The children have 
used artistic license in their writing and used nonsense words to really 
get into role. In maths, the children have relished every challenge that 
has come their way and have shown they have truly mastered their 
knowledge of place value and negative numbers. 

Raffle: Well done, Sophie – you were the only one! 

 

 

Consultation on School Admission Arrangements for 2021/2022  

West Sussex County Council grateful if you could take part in the Consultation on 

School Admission Arrangements for 2021/2022, which went live on the ‘Have your 

Say’ hub on 16th December. Please access the consultation via this link: 

https://haveyoursay.westsussex.gov.uk/children-adults-families-health-and-

education/copy-of-school-admission-arrangements-2021-2022/ 

 

 

PTA News  
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy New Year to you all.  Here's to an exciting year of PTA fund raising to help 
every pupil at Rudgwick Primary School! 
 

https://haveyoursay.westsussex.gov.uk/children-adults-families-health-and-education/copy-of-school-admission-arrangements-2021-2022/
https://haveyoursay.westsussex.gov.uk/children-adults-families-health-and-education/copy-of-school-admission-arrangements-2021-2022/


Thanks for supporting the recent cake sales. 

Year 1 (13/12/19) raised £53.30 

Year 2 (20/12/19) raised £53.80 

 

Forthcoming events this term.  Watch out for more details on the PTA notice board. 

-- Monday 10/2/2020 - Cinema Club  

-- Saturday 7/3/2020 - Quiz night 

-- Thursday 26/3/2020 - KS1 and KS2 discos 

 

If you do any online shopping, the chances are that you can help Rudgwick Primary 

School at the same time via EasyFundRaising (the RPS cause number is 

16853).  Please have a look, since the school benefits if you shop online via 

Easyfundraising (and it's free to you to use this service). 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/ 

 

Here are the latest lottery results.  Well done everyone. 

14/12/2019 Mrs Hargreaves £9.90 

21/12/2019 Mrs Holmes £9.90 

28/12/2019 Mr Dowd £9.90 

04/01/2019 Mrs Weatherly £9.90 

 

Bye for now 

Ian, Lauren and Manda 

 

Yr 3 10 January 

Yr 4 17 January 

Yr 5 24 January 

Yr 6 31 January 

Yr R 7 February 

Yr 1 13 February 

 14 February = INSET DAY 

Yr 2 28 February 

Yr 3 6 March 

Yr 4 13 March 

Yr 5 20 March 

Yr 6 27 March 

Yr R 3 April 

 
 
We are a NUT AWARE school due to the allergies that some of our pupils have, 
with every effort being made to ensure that no nuts, or products containing nuts, 
are brought in to the school. 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/


Diary Dates 

Please use the new school website for all diary dates. There is a link to the school 

calendar with to all pupil events. 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Miss S Nicholls 

Miss S Nicholls 

Headteacher 

 

More photos of events are available on our website 

 

Please note that attachments to the Newsletter about local 

clubs and events are not endorsed by the school. Parents are 

responsible for carrying out their own safety checks. 


