
A Bugs Life... 
Australasia (Year 3 ) 

Summer Term 2 

Rationale for learning 

Children will have the opportunity to develop their fiction and non-fiction writing through 

the context of insects and minibeasts.  They will create a pop-up minibeast book and write 

their own minibeast story and poems. 

Suggested activities for parents to help support learning 

 Go on a minibeast hunt in your garden. See what you can find.  

 Use the internet or an insect book to identify your minibeast if you are not sure what 

it is.  

 See if you can find some fascinating minibeast facts to share with the class. 

 Take your child to see some butterflies at Earnley Butterflies and Gardens near 

Chichester.  

 Keep a nature diary of any wildlife you see at home. 

 

Key Vocabulary : insect, minibeast, butterfly, caterpillar, habitat, woodlouse, ladybird, 

centipede, millipede, underground, cocoon, antenna, chrysalis, larva, earwig 

 

Reminders 
PE 

Sessions are scheduled for Tuesday and Thursdays 

Please ensure your child has full PE kit in school everyday. 

Home learning 

The home learning in year 3 consists of: 

 One piece of maths homework per week, 

 One literacy / spelling activity per week, 

 One activity chosen from the home learning grid per week. 

Please bring back every Friday to allow the class teachers to check progress.  

Home reading charts 

Please continue to read with your children at home… certificates will be awarded in assem-

blies. 
Dates (specific to year 3) 

Visit by a minibeast expert— DATE TO BE CONFIRMED 

 



A Bugs Life 
Study Unit Overview 

Mathematics 

Addition and subtraction of 2 and 

3-digit numbers using column 

methods 

Multiplication and division prob-

lems—written methods 

Short multiplication and division 

Fractions: equivalence, addition 

and subtraction within 1, finding 

tenths 

Read and write time using 12 and 

24 hour 

Construct and interpret bar 

charts using scales 

English 

Learn by heart and perform a sig-

nificant poem—about a minibeast 

Write minibeast poems that con-

vey an image (simile, word play, 

rhyme and 

metaphor). 

Write non-chronological reports  

Create a minibeast information 

text (with pop up images) 

Information texts—life cycle of a 

butterfly 
  

Art 

Printing  - replicating patterns 

observed in nature 

Make printing blocks—e.g. coiled 

string on card 

Create repeating patterns 

through printing 

Observational drawing and 

sketching of nature 

History and Geography 

 

Not covered in this study unit. 

Science 

 

Identify that animals cannot 

make their own food and rely on 

what is around them. 

Types of nutrition 

Types of skeleton and how they 

function 

Naming bones 

Mighty muscles 

Computing 

 Branching key for identify-

ing minibeasts and creating 

a data base. 

PSHCE 

Recognise what is right and 

wrong, what is fair and unfair and 

explain why. 

Recognise that issues affect peo-

ple in different ways.  

PE 

Rounders 

Athletics 

Preparation for Sports Day 

Technology 

Pop up books 

Design and make “Bug hotels” for 

the outside area. 

French 

Colours 

My body 

RE 

 Hinduism—the teaching of 

harmlessness and sacred 

texts 

 Visit to a local temple 

Music 

 Play a tuned instrument—

Recorder 

 Taking part in the KS2 per-

formance 


