
I’m a year 4… Get me out of here! 
Study Unit Overview 
Antarctica (Year 4) 

Summer term 1 

Rationale for learning 

Children will have the opportunity to study different rainforests, countries 

and cultures. They will relate lives in other countries to their own, develop their under-

standing of differing climates and the effects of climate change.  

Suggested activities for parents to help support learning 

 Share non–fiction books with your child,  

        encouraging them to skim pages for facts and explaining them in their own words. 

 Share atlases and maps with your child, discussing where we are in relation to other 

countries in the world.  

 Explore the following websites: 

https://maps.google.com/ 

http://kids.mongabay.com/ 

 

Key Vocabulary : Rainforest, tropical, temperate, animals, habitats, lives, climate, layers, 

tribes, monsoon. 

 

Reminders 
PE 

Sessions are scheduled for Monday and Thursday. 

Please ensure your child has full PE kit in school everyday. 

Home learning 

The home learning in Year 4 consists of: 

 One page of the mental arithmetic book per week, 

 One piece of spelling per week. 

 At least three activities chosen from the home learning grid per half term.  

Please bring back every Friday to allow the class teacher to check progress.  

 

Home reading charts 

Please continue to read with your children at home… certificates will be awarded in 

assemblies and reading raffle tickets will be handed out to go into the raffle draw 

(for any child who has read 5 or more times during that week). 
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Mathematics 

 Measurement—Perimeter 

and length, 

 Geometry— 

 - Angles 

 - Shape and symmetry 

 - Position and direction 

English 

Key texts:  

“Journey to the 

River Sea”  

“The Great Ka-

pok Tree” 

“The Vanishing 

Rainforest” 

 

 Developing retrieval and record-

ing skills in relation to non-

fiction texts.  

 Examine how structure, purpose 

and presentation contributes 

to the meaning of texts.  

 

Art and DT 

 Use Henri Rousseau’s painting, 

“Tiger in a Tropical Storm”  

 Using oil pastels 

 Collage 

 Creating your own rainforest 

animal with moving parts 

Geography 

 Locate rainforests on a map 

and Google Earth. 

 Locate the equator and the 

tropics. 

  Use atlases to find infor-

mation about layers of the 

Rainforest. 

 Who lives in the rainforest? 

 What do we get from the 

rainforest? 

 What are the problems 

facing the rainforests—

deforestation etc. 

Science 

 Animals including humans—teeth 

and their purpose, human diges-

tive system and food chains. 

 Living things and their habitats– 

explore climate change and the 

effects on the environment and 

lives.  

 Plants—identify and describe 

different parts of a flowering 

plant. Explore the requirements 

for growth and how they vary 

from plant to plant.  

PSHCE 

 Understand what they could 

do to have an effect on the 

rainforests, 

 Understand what makes a 

good team and build on these 

skills. 

 

PE 

  Hockey: 

 Maintain control and possession 

of the ball.  

 Pass to team members.  

 Play the game fairly by abiding 

by rules and being respectful 

French 

Forming sentences using sim-

ple adverbial phrases, verbs, 

adjectives, 

masculine and 

feminine nouns. 

Computing 

 Web research 

 Animation linked to  

rainforest  

 Rainforest presentation 

Music 

 Learn rainforest songs, 

 Create a piece of music  

    inspired by the rainforest. 

Outdoor learning 

 Shelter building, 

 Fire safety, 

 Using tools safely, 

 Woodland art. 

 

RE 

 Creation 

stories 


