
Pirates 
Europe (Year 2 ) 

Spring Term 1 

Rationale for learning 
This half term’s pirate theme starts with the children exploring pirate stories and discussion common 

features shared by these books. They explore real and fictional pirate characters and talk about how 

they dress and speak. Children read, learn and enjoy stories about pirates and create group perfor-

mances. This leads to writing their own fictional stories. Furthermore, the children explore non-fiction 

texts 

Suggested activities for parents to help support learning 

 Share non–fiction books with your child,  

        encouraging them to skim pages for facts. 

 Encourage your child to look at maps and atlases. 

  

 

 

 

Reminders 
 

Homework 

The home learning in Year 2 consists of: 

One piece of Maths or English homework each week. 

One activity from the study unit grid per half term. 

Weekly Spellings, plus activity 

Daily Reading 

 
PE 

PE is scheduled for Monday and Thursday(Winter kit advised). 



Pirates 
Study Unit Overview 

Mathematics 

Co-ordinates- treasure maps 

Positional language 

Pirate shopping  

Problem solving 

Measuring distance 

Division – sharing the booty 

Fractions 

Money 

English 

 

The Pirates Next Door by Jonny 

Duddle 

The Pirate and the Pig by Frank 

Rodgers 

Pirate Poetry 

To imagine what it was like to live 

on a pirate ship/marooned on an 

island. 

 

To identify and describe what 

pirates were like. 

To recognise why they did things 

and what happened as a result, 

 

Persuasive writing – apply for a 

job on a pirate ship 

Pirate dictionaries. 

Pirate profiles 

Write a pirate adventure story – 

story sequencing. 

Drama – marooned on an island  

Art 

 

Use shades of pencil to create 

tones – pirate ship sketching 

Design a pirate flag. 

 

History and Geography 

 

Learn how to use a compass to 

follow directions.  Practise using 

co-ordinates and grid references 

Draw up a map to show the loca-

tion of buried treasure. Design 

symbols to make a key for your 

map 

Write a set of directions to help 

a group of pirates find a stash of 

buried treasure in your school 

grounds.  Use measurements as 

well as natural and mad-made 

landmarks to guide them to the 

spot. 

To use research skills to find out 

about the past. 

Science 

 

Materials 

Floating and sinking 

Boat building using materials 

Computing 

 

Sound recording 

Position and direction 

Algorithms 

Bee bots 

PSHCE 

Think of questions they would like 

to ask about suggested issues and 

identify who can help.  

Answer these questions, present 

their ideas and options to others 

and begin to acknowledge other’s 

viewpoints  

Know that some substances can 

help or harm the body  

Understand the impact of some 

harmful and beneficial substances 

on their body  

Young Carers  

PE 

Swimming at Billingshurst 

Gymnastics — Link two or more 

actions to make a sequence. 

Show contrasts (such as small/

tall, straight/curved and wide/

narrow). 

Climb safely on equipment. 

Technology 

 

N/A 

RE 

 

Judaism and synagogues  

Music 

Learn and sing a variety of sea-

shanties or chants  

Write your own pirate song – you 

could base it on the life of a real 


